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Caring for the trees and forests 
of Mississippi since 1926

Our Mission
Is to provide active leadership 

in forest protection, forest 
management, forest inventory, 

and effective forest 
information distribution, 
necessary for Mississippi's 
sustainable forest-based 

economy.

The Mississippi Forestry Commission 
is an equal opportunity provider.
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About Us

The Mississippi Forestry Commission (MFC):

• Protects the state’s valuable forest resources from wildfire.

• Sustainably manages approximately 485,000 acres of 
forested non-federal public land (480,000 acres of which 
are 16th section School Trust lands).

• Delivers quality forest management services and assistance 
to both rural and urban landowners.

The MFC has been serving the public and protecting 
Mississippi's forestland for over 95 years.
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Program Areas

• Forest Protection
– Wildfire Suppression/Prevention

• Forest Information
• Forest Management

– Private Landowner Services
– Forest Health
– Urban & Community Forestry

Urban & Community Forestry

Misty Booth
Urban & Community 
Forestry Coordinator

Alex Ballard
UCF Partnership 

Coordinator – R1/R2

Caring for the trees where we live, work, and play.

Vacant
UCF Partnership 

Coordinator – R3/R4
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Purpose & Implementation

The purpose of the Urban and Community Forestry 
(UCF) Program is to provide technical, financial, 
educational, and research services to communities so 
they can plant, protect, and maintain community trees 
and forests, and utilize wood from these trees, to 
maximize environmental, social, and economic benefits.

The Forest Service provides national UCF Program 
leadership and coordination.

Program delivery primarily occurs at the regional and 
state level, through State Forestry agencies or equivalent 
State agencies and other key partners.

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Elements of a Municipal UCF Program:

Professional Staff
Policies / Ordinances
Advocacy / Advisory Organizations
Management Plan
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Technical Assistance

• Municipalities & Communities
– Assistance and training for urban areas in developing 

community forestry programs and components such as 
tree ordinances, street tree inventories, and urban forest 
management plans

• Developers & Building Contractors
– Technical advice for tree preservation during site 

planning and construction
• Homeowners & Residents

– Advice on insects, diseases, and other tree care problems
– Many urban residents owning forestland are reached 

with information about improving the condition of their 
rural timberland through the MFC’s UCF Program.

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Volunteers
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Professionals

Professional Arborist
Association

of Mississippi

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Partnerships
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Tree City USA®

• Twenty-three cities designated 
in Mississippi in 2022

• Standards
– Tree Board or Department
– Tree Care Ordinance
– Community Forestry Program 

with Annual Budget of at least 
$2 per capita

– Arbor Day Observance and 
Proclamation

• 2023 Applications due online 
December 15.

https://applications.arborday.org/
community/city/

https://youtu.be/V-xtnS-gpGo
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Arbor Day in Mississippi

• Arbor Day was first observed 
in the State of Nebraska in 
1872.

• It became an official day of 
observance in Mississippi in 
1926.

• Arbor Day in Mississippi is the 
second Friday in February 
each year.
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

TreePlotter Tree Inventory App & the UCF Internship
https://pg-cloud.com/Mississippi/

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Urban Forest Strike Team

• The Urban Forest Strike Team 
mission is to provide additional 
professional capacity to 
municipalities impacted by natural 
disasters during the late stages of 
response and during recovery.

• Strike teams provide tree damage 
and risk assessments and Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
public assistance information to 
communities.
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Urban & Community Forestry Grant

Proposal 
Information Package 
can be found on the 

MFC website.

FFY20 – FFY22
9 projects

$131,760 awarded

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Community Assistance

Outreach

• Conferences
• Display
• SWAG
• Publications
• Social Media
• Traditional Media
• Video

• Technical Assistance
– Workshops
– Training
– Presentations
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“cut out and get out”

Source:
Timber: A Photographic History of Mississippi Forestry

by James E. Fickle

Can you tell me 
where to find the 

city limit sign?

I hope I am not
run off from

this town.

The Bigger Picture:  A Long-range Landscape View
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Public Services & Infrastructure

BENEFITS OF TREES

Environmental “Services”
Air Pollution Removal / Improve Air Quality

Carbon Storage & Sequestration

Erosion Control / Water Quality

Urban Heat Island Effect

Wildlife Habitat

Stormwater Runoff Mitigation

Social “Services”
Public Health (Physical & Mental)

Recreation / Walkability

Connection to Nature / Spiritual

Reduced Noise Pollution

Education (higher test scores)

Reduced Crime

Economic “Services”
Increased Property Values

Increased Tax Revenues

Energy Conservation & Savings

Economic Development

Tourism (Historic Value / Ecotourism)

Aesthetics & Sense of Place
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
SGSF UCF Committee

www.southernforests.org              urbanforestrysouth.org

Urban and Community Forestry Program
SGSF UCF Committee

www.southernforests.org              urbanforestrysouth.org
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https://healthytreeshealthylives.org/
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Trees Care for Your…

Brain

Comfort

Fighting Power

Fitness

Healing

Health

Healthcare Savings

Heart

Trees Care for Your…

Little Ones

Lungs

Nutrition

Peace of Mind

Skin

Vitality
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Healthy Trees, Healthy Lives

5K4Kids benefitting The Canopy School

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Additional Funding Sources

RESTORE
“Enhancing Gulf Waters through Forested Watershed Restoration”

https://www.restorethegulf.gov/funded-priorities-list-3b
Work with municipalities in the six coastal counties to improve water 

quality:
Data collection (tree canopy assessments, tree inventories)
Increased staff capacity (hires, training for tree care professionals) 
Planning (community tree management, storm preparedness)
Green infrastructure installation (bioswales, tree planting) 

45

46



24

RESTORE: Communities in Mississippi

George Hancock Harrison Jackson Pearl River Stone 
Lucedale Bay St. Louis Biloxi Gautier Picayune Wiggins 

 Diamondhead D’Iberville Moss Point Poplarville  
 Waveland Gulfport Ocean Springs   
  Long Beach Pascagoula   
  Pass Christian    

 

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Additional Funding Sources

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act
a.k.a.

Bipartisan Infrastructure Law
The MFC will provide a Tree Removal and Tree Planting Grant Program with the 
objective of directly aiding local urban forestry programs in the management of 
their green infrastructure, eliminating/suppressing invasive species, mitigating 

climate change, and growing resilient trees and communities. 
Emphasis will be placed on the removal of invasive plants with the potential 
for trees presenting risk to be considered. 
Tree planting will include native species and tree maintenance plans 
while promoting the inclusion of municipal personnel and community 
volunteers. 
Professionals such as ISA Certified Arborists and Mississippi Tree 
Surgeon licensed tree care companies will be required for each activity.
Pass-through grants will be offered to Tree City USA® designated 
communities initially to incentivize participation in the recognition 
program by disengaged communities. 
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Urban and Community Forestry Program
Additional Funding Sources

Inflation Reduction Act

Monumental funding signed into law August 16, 2022.
Timeline & Questions
Limitations and Waivers
Types of work and Interest

Urban and Community Forestry Program
Disadvantaged Communities
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Mapping Tools for Identifying Disadvantaged 
and Burdened Communities

• Health 
rankings

• Economically 
distressed 
areas

• Heat mapping

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/38.7/-97.92

“The best friend on earth of man is the tree. When we use the 
tree respectfully and economically, we have one of the greatest 
resources on earth.”

- Frank Lloyd Wright

Msforestry.com

#MSforestry
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